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Rethinking Chinas Indian Ocean Strategy
Zhu Cuiping Wu Jun

Abstract: In the context of the “21st — Century Maritime Silk Road” initiative
Chinas trade and investment cooperation with countries along the Indian Ocean has be—
come increasingly close and Chinas demand for the security in the Indian Ocean has
also increased. At the same time the international environment is changing. The U. S.
has shifted its strategic focus from counter — terrorism to balancing “strategic competi—
tors " trying to unite Japan India the major power in the Indian Ocean and Aus—
tralia the middle power to check and balance China through the “Indo — Pacific
Strategy ” and even the “Quad. ” A significant change recently is that the defense and
strategic cooperation between India and the U. S. in the Indian Ocean has continued to
deepen and the trend of jointly countering China has become more obvious. At the
same time European powers including the UK France and Germany have also succes—
sively competed for the influence in the Indian Ocean. These has triggered new changes
in the strategic environment of the Indian Ocean and strategic competition among ma—
jor powers in the Indian Ocean region has been further intensified. China is not a country
in the Indian Ocean but it is an extraterritorial power closest to the Indian Ocean. It is
in China$ interest to take the initiative to build a peaceful and stable international envi—
ronment for the Indian Ocean. It can be said that the success of the “21st — Century
Maritime Silk Road” initiative depends largely on how China makes its Indian Ocean
strategy. Therefore it is necessary to rethink Chinas Indian Ocean strategy and actively
shape the strategic environment in the Indian Ocean that is beneficial to China so as to
better protect Chinas economic security and strategic interests in the Indian Ocean.

Key Words: Indian Ocean  “Indo — Pacific Strategy” Quad 21st — Century
Maritime Silk Road

Merkel Governments “Indo — Pacific Strategy” and Impacts to China

Wang Xiaowen

Abstract: Germany$s Merkel government launched policy guidelines for the Indo
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